If smallpox were about, they should be re-vaccinated ; if they were secure it would not take, if it took they had the assurance they required vaccination, and were again proof against the major evil. With regard to the method of introduction and instruments, he had never used anything else than his old lancet, and there was nothing better than making a mark, by scratching, about the size Dr Buist suggested. Two vesicles were all he ever produced.
Dr Rattray said he had been very pleased with the suggestion that before getting vaccinated the patient should have his arm washed. He had adopted that plan from the beginning, and he had also made a point of making only two marks with the point of the lancet. Of all the cases he had vaccinated at Portobello, only 3 per cent, failed, and this he thought was due to carelessness on the part of the patients. There was a family he vaccinated from the same tube. The father, coming home from business, got his arm injured against the door of the carriage, and it inflamed very much. The mother said to the doctor that he had used bad matter. He replied that was impossible, because the matter was taken from the same tube with which the whole family was vaccinated. He applied two or three remedies to the arm. The only one he found of any use was red lotion. There was a good deal of proud flesh round the inflamed part. 
